
Town of Litchfield, NH
Conservation Commission Meeting

July 7, 2022
Litchfield Town Hall

5:00 pm

Date Approved: / /
In Attendance:
Chairman: Jayson Brennen
Vice-Chairman/
Secretary: Joan McKibben

Members: Matt Ho�man (alt); Harry Menzigian; Dianne Plansky; and Luanna Vollmer (alt)

Absent: Michael Croteau; John Curtin (alt); Andrew Thompson (alt); and Kevin Lynch, Selectman’s
Representative

Also In Attendance: Steve Calawa; Margaret Parent; Katy Williams, Tighe & Bond; Jeremy Fennel, Eversource;
and Camille Pattison, NRPC Asst. Director

A. Call to Order:
1. 5:02 pm  - Jayson Brennen called the meeting to order.
2. Roll Call:

a. Chair Jayson Brennen
b. Vice-Chair Joan McKibben
c. Matt Ho�man
d. Harry Menzigian
e. Dianne Plansky
f. Luanna Vollmer

3. Mr. Brennen made alternates Luanna Vollmer and Matt Ho�man voting members for tonight’s meeting.

B. New Business:
1. Archeological Survey at Muster Field:
Steven Calawa, president, and Margaret Parent, vice-president represented the Litchfield Historical Society. Dr.
Calawa stated that since the Town of Litchfield purchased the Thorton’s Ferry site and began to clean it up, the
Historical Society has become interested in the area. Dr. Calawa mentioned that they had shown interest in the site
because the property is the most historical site in the Town of Litchfield.

Dr. Calawa commented that the Historical Society contacted the NH State Archeologist two years ago. The NH State
Archeologist suggested that they have an archeological survey of the site so that the Historical Society knows
precisely what is at the site. The Historical Society has summarized the site's history, two maps of the area, a survey
of the current location, and found existing paintings. One of the paintings was completed around 1845 to 1850,
another was done around 1910, and one was done around five or six years ago, looking towards Litchfield.
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Dr. Calawa stated that they know many foundations exist on the site, at least four. The old muster grounds might go
back as early as 1742; he noted that they have a letter dated 1742 of a muster run for the French and Indian War. The

site is the only one in New Hampshire that has not been built upon or had something done to alter the property. Dr.
Calawa commented that the property once had a warehouse, two stores, some houses, and remnants of the Town’s
first burial ground.

Dr. Calawa said that the river was drastically changing its course between the end of the 1850s and the beginning of
the 1860s. The Select Board decided at the time to remove the bodies from the burial ground and move them to the
cemeteries. Dr. Calawa stated that Bob Perry, who does deep ground penetration studies, would be willing to do a
study for the Historical Society. The study will show if there are any remaining bodies in the first burial ground.

The Historical Society members have contacted several archeological survey companies, and only two responded.
One survey company returned with a quote of $4,175, and the State advised the members that the work should cost
around $4,000. The other company returned a quote of $7,500.

Dr. Calawa commented that Chairman Brennen has worked with the Historical Society and advised them to bring
the information to the Conservation Commission. If the Conservation Commission approves the Historical Society’s
request, then the Historical Society would then meet with the Select Board. Vice-Chair Joan McKibben asked if the
Historical Society had contracted with a company, and Dr. Calawa said they were waiting for the approval of the
Select Board before contracting with a company. He noted that the funding for the work would come from the
general fund.

Mr. Menzigian asked if a report would be available to the Conservation Commission after completing the work. Dr.
Calawa confirmed that the Conservation Commission, Select Board, Historical Society, and State of New Hampshire
would receive report copies.

Mr. Brennen commented that the discussed property was Map 12, Lot 12, with 8.8 acres. He asked what area of the
property would be disturbed. Dr. Calawa stated that the test pits would be performed on di�erent parts of the
property and go down about six to eight feet. Dr. Calawa noted that, according to state law, the use of metal
detectors on town property is not permitted.

Motion: ( J. McKibben / H. Menzigian) Motion to allow the Historical Society to contract with whom they feel
would be best to do the test pits on Thorton’s Ferry Archeological Survey Phase 1.

Discussion: None
Vote: (6-0-0) The motion carried

2. Eversource Wetlands Special Exception - Charles Bancroft Highway:
Katy Wilkins from Tighe & Bond and Jeremy Fennel from Eversource Energy introduced themselves to the
Commission. Ms. McKibben asked for a moment as she left the meeting to see if the Building Inspector was still in
his o�ce. Ms. Wilkins mentioned that the special exception was for the line K-165 and H-123 transmission line
replacement project. She noted that the project would occur from the Merrimack River, west of Charles Bancroft
Highway, and extends to Brickyard Drive.
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Ms. Wilkins stated that the project proposes replacing 15 transmission line structures in the right-of-way. The K-165
and the H-123 are the line numbers. The project will replace the wooden structures with steel structures and
upgrade the infrastructure.

Ms. Wilkins commented that they would be using access routes already in place. She reviewed where the existing
structures are and where the new ones will be. She noted that most structures would move about 10 to 15 feet from
where they are currently located. Ms. Wilkins added that work pads would be placed around the structures during
the work.

Ms. Wilkins mentioned how they would try not to disturb the property and would try to only work on the property
that had been previously disturbed. The total temporary wetland block is 45,798 square feet, and Ms. Wilkins added
that they are proposing putting stone riprap down in the upland area. Ms. McKibben stated that she and the Building
Inspector want a pre- and post-inspection of the site.

Mr. Fennel said that they are hoping to start the project in August. Ms. Wilkins stated that they presented the project
to the Natural Heritage Bureau (NHB) and the project is still under consultation. Mr. Brennen commented that,
regarding the NHB, there were a few hits on endangered or impacted species. Ms. McKibben noted that she has a lot
of concerns regarding the project but added that Eversource Energy and Tighe & Bond still need to meet with the
Zoning Board of Adjustment.

Mr. Brennen suggested that if Ms. McKibben had concerns regarding the project, the Commission could make a
motion to authorize moving forward and send a letter to the ZBA with her concerns.

Motion: ( J. McKibben / H. Menzigian) Motion to send a letter to the Zoning Board of Adjustment from the
Conservation Commission to say that the Conservation Commission has no opposition regarding the
work that Eversource wants to do, from the river to Brickyard Drive, with the K-165 Structure
Replacement Project. With a stipulation that the Conservation Commission receives a finished report
from non-game and NH - Fish and Game. The Building Inspector would like a pre and post-inspection
of the property.

Discussion: None
Vote: (6-0-0) The motion carried

C. Public Input #1 @ 5:41 pm
No Public Input

Public Input closed @ 5:42 pm

D. New Business (Continued):
3. NRPC Conservation Plan Review:
Mr. Brennen commented that they would discuss the NRPC Conservation Commission Plan report. NRPC Assistant
Director Camille Pattison introduced herself and mentioned that they would discuss the Litchfield Conservation
Plan that has been developed so far.

Ms. Pattison introduced the draft plan and stated that the NRPC and the Conservation Commission have a contract
that goes through the first week of September. Ms. Pattison acknowledged that Mr. Brennen had to leave early and
that she would try to cover the Plan as quickly as possible. She asked the Commission members to send her any
questions before the August meeting.

July 7, 2022 3



Ms. Pattison said that the data in the report was gathered from the Town’s Master Plan and some other Conservation
Plans from other towns. She presented the report as follows:

a. Chapter One is the introduction. Ms. McKibben suggested that the relevant RSA # should be included in the
chapter.

b. Chapter Two is the goals and objectives.
c. Chapter Three is the inventory, analysis, and all the maps.
d. Chapter Four are the goals and recommendations. Ms. McKibben suggested that this chapter be moved to

the front of the Plan or listed as an appendix or addendum.

Ms. Pattison reviewed the goals and objectives. Mr. Brennen went through the Conservation Commission’s Land
Preservation Strategy goals and compared them to the NRPC’s Conservation Commission Plan. Ms. Pattison
acknowledged that the one goal not included in the Plan was creating strong relationships and noted that the goal
could be added to chapter four of the NRPC’s Conservation Commission Plan.

The Commission discussed adding a chapter for the preservation of wildlife and habitat. Mr. Brennen noted that a
survey showed that the top six priorities of residents in Litchfield are:

a. Protect farmland and historic resources
b. Protect natural resources
c. Protect Town character
d. Help control development
e. Protect habitat
f. Protect public access (recreation)

Ms. Pattison asked that the Commission send her a copy of the Conservation Commission’s Land Preservation
Strategy document.

The Commission discussed a Bill that would provide funds for new housing. Ms. Pattison mentioned that 60% of the
funds would go to the developers, 25% would go to the towns to streamline the process, and the other 15% would go
to towns for other reasons.

Mr. Brennen asked that the NRPC include a cleaned-up conservation lands map. He noted that the one that the
NRPC currently has is not completely accurate. Mr. Brennen said that a few members of the Commission could get
together and provide the NRPC’s GIS Department with updated information. Ms. Pattison suggested that she drop
o� a large map, and the Commission could mark the map with the needed information. She asked that this be done
before the August meeting.

Mr. Brennen commented that there appeared to be a lot in the Plan that was taken from other plans. He noted that
certain parts do not relate to the Conservation Commission but are related to the Recreation Commission. He
mentioned that one option was to have the Recreation Commission work with the Conservation Commission to
further each Commission’s mission. Ms. Pattison noted that the section regarding the Recreation Commission came
from the Town’s Master Plan. The Commission agreed that the Plan should read that both Commissions are
communicating with each other.

Mr. Brennen asked that Ms. Pattison include an Executive Summary of what the Conservation Commission should be
doing over the next ten years. Ms. Pattison reviewed the remaining Plan with the Commission. The Commission
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agreed to send all their questions to Ms. McKibben, and she would send a list of their questions to Ms. Pattison
before the August 4 meeting. Ms. Pattison will provide the final draft before the September meeting.

4. Property Problem Form:
Mr. Brennen commented that he and John Brunelle put together a Litchfield Conservation Service Form. He noted
that the members are not getting to every property all the time. Mr. Brennen said they want to set up a QR Code in
all the conservation areas. If there is a problem, a resident can scan the QR Code and fill out an online form. The
form is then automatically sent to a database on the Conservation Commission’s Google Drive and also sent to the
members.

Mr. Brennen asked for a motion to move ahead with the Litchfield conservation area development of the Litchfield
conservation area service request.

Motion: (H. Menzigian / D. Plansky) So moved.
Discussion: None
Vote: (6-0-0) The motion carried

Chairman Brennen left the meeting at 6:25 pm. The Commission wished Mr. Brennen a happy birthday.

D. Old Business:
1. Meeting Minutes:
Vice-Chair Joan McKibben stated that Mr. Sullivan charges the Conservation Commission $75 a meeting to record
the meeting minutes. Ms. McKibben mentioned that the Conservation Commission has $853 in their budget minus
$450 (6 months @ $75 per meeting) leaves $403 in the budget.

She noted that the Commission has an annual meeting of the New Hampshire Association of Conservation
Commissions in November. Ms. McKibben commented that if the meeting is in-person, she would like to see some
members attend.  The new budget will start in January 2023.

Ms. Plansky commented that starting in January, the plan is to have the cost of recording the minutes would be
combined with the other Commissions, Committees, and Boards.

Motion: (H. Menzigian / D. Plansky) Motion to employ Matthew Sullivan to do the meeting minutes through
December 2022 at $75 a meeting.

Discussion: None
Vote: (5-0-0) The motion carried

2. Monthly Property Checks:
Ms. McKibben asked if any member had a particular property they wanted to adopt to do monthly property checks.
Ms. Plansky volunteered to check in on Moore’s Falls, and Mr. Menzigian said he would check in on Parker Park.

Ms. Plansky suggested that the Commission create a list of Conservation Commission properties then the members
could select to be responsible for checking particular properties.
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3. Land Preservation Strategy:
Mr. Brennen commented that he and Ms. McKibben applied for a grant for a piece of property last month. Mr.
Brennen noted that the state did get back to him, and they informed him that they needed to do an inspection of the
property. A representative from the state will contact Mr. Brennen when they have a date for the inspection, and Mr.
Brennen will email the members with the date.

E. Other Business:
1. Correspondence:
Ms. McKibben said that Mr. Calawa informed her that they are interested in conservation property. She commented
that John Croes wants to do an Indian acknowledgment on the land. She noted that Indians were here prior to
pre-colonial times, and several towns have plaques that recognize which Indian tribes were there. Ms. McKibben
said she thought it was a good idea, and one of the parcels they would be looking at would be the Muster Field.

2. Member Input:
Ms. Plansky stated that she is still trying to get the lease signed for the Community Garden.

3. Public Input #2 @ 6:36 pm:
No Public Input

Public Input ended at 6:37 pm.

4. Approval of Meeting Minutes:
a. June 2, 2022

Motion: (H. Menzigian / D. Plansky) Motion to approve the minutes from June 2, 2022.
Discussion: None
Vote: (5-0-0) The motion carried

Ms. McKibben mentioned that the Commission still had not heard from the grant people, and Mr. Brennen sent out
another email to see if they still have the Commission in their queue.

5. Next Meeting:
a. August 4 @ 5:00 pm.
b. September 8 @ 5:00 pm. (because of Labor Day)

F. Non-Public:
Motion: ( J. McKibben) Motion to enter Non-Public under RSA 91-A:3 (d) - Consideration of  acquisition, sale, or

lease of real or personal property at 6:36 pm.
Discussion: None
Vote: (5-0-0) The motion carried
Roll Call:

a. Vice-Chair Joan McKibben - Yes
b. Matt Ho�man - Yes
c. Luanna Vollmer - Yes
d. Harry Menzigian - Yes
e. Dianne Plansky - Yes
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Motion: (D. Plansky / J. McKibben) Motion that we invite Recording Secretary Matthew Sullivan into the
non-public session.

Discussion: None
Vote: (5-0-0) The motion carried

G. Reconvened Public Session:
6:52 pm.

H. Adjournment:
Motion: (H. Menzigian / J. McKibben) Motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:55 pm.
Discussion: None
Vote: (5-0-0) The motion carried

Respectfully Submitted,
Matthew Sullivan
Conservation Commission Recording Secretary
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